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Division 66:  Pilbara Development Commission, $7 329 000 - 
Mrs D.J. Guise, Chairman.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler, Minister for Local Government and Regional Development representing the Minister for the 
Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne.   

Ms P. Barron, Coordinator Community Development. 

Mr J.M. Hainsworth, Manager, Policy and Infrastructure Development. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I refer to the fourth dot point under major initiatives for 2005-06 on page 1093 of 
the Budget Statements.  The Karijini National Park is one of the jewels of Australia.  I refer to the safari-type 
accommodation.  Has development taken place around Karijini National Park?  Are there any development 
programs for tourism in the Newman and Karijini National Park areas?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I understand that there has been development mainly because the mining industry has 
taken up all the available accommodation in not only Karijini but also neighbouring towns.  The development 
commission has been involved.   
Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  Yes, that is exactly the situation.  With the resources boom in Newman, Tom Price and 
Paraburdoo, the construction work forces have used all the available tourist accommodation in those towns.  In 
response to that, the commission has been working with an indigenous corporation to establish alternative 
accommodation facilities in Karijini National Park, because that is where the majority of tourists who visit 
Newman and/or Tom Price want to go.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I assume we are talking about wooden deck, tent-type accommodation?   

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  Yes.   
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Does the commission expect an increase in tourism when the Tom Price road goes 
through?   

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  Yes.  With the completion of the Tom Price-Karratha link we expect an increased flow 
of traffic towards Tom Price and into Karijini National Park.   
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  When is that expected to be finished?  

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  There is a commitment in this year’s budget to commence the sealing of stage 2.  I think 
stage 2 will roll out over the next four years.  
Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It is not imminent?   

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  No.   
Mr G. SNOOK:  Did I hear the minister say that there is no longer a goldfields fund? 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It is the Kalgoorlie-Boulder development fund.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  Is the Pilbara fund a different fund?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The Pilbara fund is a different fund and was established by the Gallop government.  
Over $20 million has been committed over the next four years.  I will ask Mr Hainsworth to explain the details 
of that funding, the first of which appears in this year’s budget.   

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  It is a $20 million fund announced by the Premier on 26 July 2004.  It is $5 million a 
year over four years and it commenced in the 2004-05 financial year. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  What is that to be used for?  Does it have a special allocation or does it go towards projects or 
items determined by the commission?  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  First, it is to be used not only to provide $20 million directly for projects, but also, it is 
hoped, as leverage for other government services and private industry and to encourage further assistance from 
major mining companies in the region.  I believe that from the first $7 million committed so far, something like 
$20 million worth of projects are on the ground.  If we keep to that ratio, the $20 million will provide something 
like $60 million worth of projects in towns in the Pilbara.  Mr Hainsworth may explain some specific detail on 
that matter. 

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  It is effectively a competitive grants round for the 2005-06 financial year.  It opened in 
April 2005 and will close in July 2005, and applications will be assessed by the Pilbara Partnership Priority 
Steering Committee. 
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Mr G. SNOOK:  If some of this money is not expended, as occurs - and examples have been given by various 
ministers throughout the estimates committee hearings, such as with road funding - will the unexpended money 
then be recouped by the government to allocate to other commissions after the four-year period? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  To which dot point does the member refer? 

Mr G. SNOOK:  It is the same one.  I refer to the allocation of $20 million over four years.  Other funds are not 
used for many reasons.  The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure explained that it happens with road 
funding. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I am not sure that the minister is in a position to answer a hypothetical question. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The member is seeking policy advice on a whole-of-government matter. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  These funds are specially set up as a particular fund.  It is a government policy.  If the moneys 
for whatever reason are not spent over the four years, as in reality these things are not always brought together 
successfully, will the government allocate the money elsewhere or will it just roll over continually? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Judging by the applications I am aware of, the money could be spent many times over.  
It is a little like the regional investment fund: it has been increased from $75 million over four years to 
$80 million.  We could probably spend three times that amount.  It is a very popular fund.  I understand from the 
small amount of time I have spent travelling in the Pilbara that everyone already has their claws into that 
$20 million.  There will be no trouble at all in spending it. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  Albany will be disappointed then, minister.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The only thing Albany did not get was money from the Pilbara fund. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the minister for his support. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Can the minister explain a matter relating to delivery of services on page 1090 of 
the Budget Statements?  Why is the 2004-05 estimated actual sharply more than the budget estimate, and why 
does the allocation increase again in 2005-06?  The forward estimates then sharply drop off.  What is the process 
there?  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I will defer to Mr Hainsworth.   

Mr J.M. Hainsworth:  The increase from 2004-05 to 2005-06 is because the commission has received an 
appropriation for two election commitments.  It will get half a million dollars towards a turtle interpretive centre 
at Port Hedland, and $250 000 towards a dust clean-up in an area of Port Hedland west of the hospital.  The 
amount drops off in 2006-07.  Primarily, this is the way that the money for the Pilbara fund arrives at the 
commission.  In 2004-05 and 2005-06, the Pilbara fund money has come to the commission by means of an 
appropriation.  In 2006-07 and 2007-08, the intention is that the money for the Pilbara fund will flow to the 
commission through the regional investment fund. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I remember that it is two financial years out of the consolidated revenue and two years 
from the Pilbara fund.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  The answer is that the 2004-05 allocation is the Pilbara fund kicking in. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It is $5 million in each year. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


